


Friends of Bishop Creek began in 2012 as a group of four
Oklahoma Blue Thumb volunteers whose common goal was
the preservation and protection of Bishop Creek.
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PROMOTING AWARENESS
THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

d just like to say that | do not know of any other stream
In a city that has its own dedicated Facebook page with

ar updates about what is going on with it. | have used

social media in a similar way for advocating City Council issues

and |

think it is wonderful that social media is being used to

make people more aware of our local environment."
-- Stephen Tyler Holman, Norman City Council Member, Ward 7




FACEBOOK

During this time a logo was created and a
brochure was developed that outlined who we
were and our objectives.




MEMBERS

Our members include:

* the mayor of Norman
Blue Thumb staff
Blue Thumb volunteers

a state representative

Norman city council members

a Storm Water Pollution Specialist from the City of
Norman Storm Water Division

Local activists

a reporter with the Norman Transcript




TOPICS

Concerns about other creeks in Norman.
Creek cleanup events.
Lake Thunderbird.

Environmental events and publications.

Oklahoma water issues in general.

Public meetings that address local water problems.
Human activities that impact our water resources.
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Creek Concerns




WORKING WITH THE CITY
OF NORMAN

"Blue Thumb is a great organization which partners with the
city to reach our mutual goals of storm water management
and stream preservation. Norman is lucky to have such a
great group of community volunteers."

-- The Honorable Cindy Simon Rosenthal
Mayor of Norman




To establish a partnership with the city it was necessary
to develop an understanding of the various departments
and their purpose.

Water quality concerns:

Retrieving items from a creek cleanup and removing
large items directly from the creek:

Concerns about the area around Bishop Creek where it
flows through Eastwood Park:




BENEFITS OF WORKING WITH CITY STAFF

It builds mutual trust and respect.

Prevents an “us vs. them” attitude from occurring.
Volunteers are invited to participate in meetings.
Volunteers are given a "heads up” about decisions
impacting the creek.

City staff assist with Friends of Bishop Creek/Blue
Thumb activities, such as cleanups and fish
collections.

City staff participate in discussions posted on the
Friends of Bishop Creek Facebook group.




CITY COUNCIL

The Bishop Creek watershed falls within Wards 1,
4,5, 6and 7.




CURRENT GOAL

A letter describing Friends of Bishop Creek, Blue
Thumb, and Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association.

A map showing the watersheds in their respective
wards.

Blue Thumb handouts.

OBTA membership form.

Friends of Bishop Creek brochure.
Riparian area poster.

An invitation to join Friends of Bishop Creek where
applicable.




SUCCESS STORIES







PROMOTING AWARENESS
PARTICIPATION

“It is impossible to overstate the value of our Blue Thumb
volunteers in Norman. With many creeks and streams cutting
through our urban landscape, Norman needs sound advice
and hard work to keep them healthy and flowing.”

-- Greg Jungman, Norman City Council Member, Ward 4




EARTH DAY




PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

Each year we bring to the event:

Friends of Bishop Creek brochures.

Blue Thumb and OBTA info.

Posters showing aquatic life common to Oklahoma.
Environmentor newsletter brochures.

Photographs of Bishop Creek.




ENVIROSCAPE




OTHER EVENTS

Red Earth Group, Sierra Club (presentation)
OCU’s Earth Day event (table)

United Church of Norman — UCC (presentation)
Annual Monarchs in the Park Festival (table)

Coffee with a Cop




FOR THE LOVE OF BISHOP CREEK

LEAVE IT BETTER




“We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity
belonging to us. When we see land as a community to which
we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.”

-- Aldo Leopold - Foreword to A Sand County Almanac (1949)













THE COMMUNITY SPEAKS




Bishop Creek in Eastwood Park.




Bishop Creek south of Constitution
in the Jimmie Austin OU Golf Course.
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Playing in the snow along Bishop
Creek in Eastwood Park.




Male Flame Skimmer dragonfly




Roseate Skimmer dragonfly




Longear Sunfish




Green Sunfish




Mosquitofish




Mallard Drakes




Male Wood Duck




Jumping Spider
Mature male Phidippus mystaceus




Wolf Spider and babies




Three-toed Box Turtle & Red-eared Slider




American Bullfrog




Blotched Water Snake




Wine Cup




Grape Hyacinth




Yellow-crowned Night Heron




Blue Heron




Red-shouldered Hawk and nestlings




Green Heron




Snowy Egret




Female Northern Cardinal




Red-bellied Woodpecker




"Some day all of this will be ours.”




Thank you very much for your
time and attention.




